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WHAT A CHANGE IN FIFTY YEARS. 
Foie the Fervitorial Enquiter. 


Ta ig interesting to the student of history to note the a. r b 
taker 150 ie the religious word in the last fifty year When it wis n- 
notinged that uu angel had visited the earth and corimunicated with' Joseph 
the wits Teceived with great indignation, especially by the priest. 
90 dude 1 ying of John the Revelator, that if dny thin should add to” 
of his propliecy, or book, God would takeaway his part 
of the * Life, and hence, diy the priests, the ‘heavens were eternally 
there is to be no more communication with the'dpitit world. Tet 
millions Gf pedple now'céntend that communications ure being received from 
she spirit World ‘almost daily; so common have these reputed — 
6 that! their announcement now attracts but little attention. 
we Joseph: Smith, fifty years ago, taught the doctrine that people would! 
only ‘punished for the deeds done in the body, and that there was a chance- 
for redemption after death, the Christian world were being taught, and bo- 
lieved in, the infamons doctrine that unless an individual “got religion be- 
fore he ‘died, no matter how moral he otherwise might be, he would go to a 
lake of fire and brimstone, and wonld remain there enduring bodily tortures: 
during countless ages. Now, there are large societies called’ Christian organi- 
ons, Who believe that all people will go to heaven and be happy, no matter: 
hom wicked they may have been. In fact, most of the so-called religious: 
sects are changing their creeds regarding rewards and punishments. ' 99 f 
Fifty years ago Joseph Smith taught that there would be a literal gathering 
of Israel to the land of Palestine; that the Saints would have to gather ou 
of Babylon to escape the plagues, and that the Roman Catholit church is the. 
mocher of Harlots and the numerous séctarian churches are her daughterk 


At this day there are many able writers ** 
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— 
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lar views. One religious paper in particular Zion Watch Tower —having a 
large circulation, advocates these views, and urges the Saints to flee out of 
Babylon, though the religious paper fails to advise the Saints“ where to 
flee to. Many of the fundamental doctrines of Mormonism—even the same 
texts and exact language to be found in some of our standard works—are 
being advocated and repeated by modern Christians. We have no wish, how- 
ever, to find fault with them for preaching Mormon doctrines. __ 

Fifty years ago Joseph Smith said that inasmuch as priests and people 
sought for signs when the Elders were preaching, a power would arise in the 
land that would work miracles to satisfy a wicked and perverse people, and, 
if possible, deceive the very elect. Is not “spiritualism” doing so? 

Fifty years ago Joseph Smith said the time was near at hand when the God 
of heaven would set up the kingdom spoken of by Daniel the Prophet—a | 
kingdom that would never be thrown down, nor be given to another people, 
andthe preparatory work had begun on the American continent. At the 
present time many “ gentile” writers are advocating the same views, but they 
do not seem to know (and if they do they fail to tell it) where or by whom 
the Kingdom will be set up. It is evident that it will be by a people to whom 
God can and will communicate his mind and will. 

Fifty years ago, among the many other falsehoods put into circulation by 
sectarian priests concerning Joseph Smith was that of his having attempted 
to walk on the water; and as the silly story has been re-hashed, and is 
again going the rounds of the newspapers, I will relate a story that was told . 
to me shortly after I joined the “ Mormon Church.“ I had a pious uncle who: | 
lived some fifteen miles from where I did, and as Mormonism was making 
some converts in that country (Iowa), the sects had been holding protracted . 
meetings to oppose and check its growing influence, One of these meetings | 
had been beld near my uncle’s, and he became a credulous listener to the idle 
and slanderous stories put in circulation there. I bad some business to at- 
tend to near where my uncle resided, and I called upon him. After partaking _ 
of. some refreshments we sat down for a social chat. He said he wished he 
had seen me before L joined the Mormons, as he had learned from his priest 
some reports about J oseph Smith, and one he would relate. It was the 

“walking on the water” story, with the benches placed under the water ; 
that sume mischievous boys had removed one of the benches, and when 
Joseph came to the missing bench he fell in and was nearly drowned. This, 
he. said, occurred on the Ohio river. I suggested that it might be a made-up — 
story, but he assured me it was true, because his priest had told him it was 
so, I then said [wished to ask him a few questions. I remarked that it 


pleased me that this circumstance occurred on the Ohio river, as we had both 


been brought up on the banks of that river, and then submitted to him the 
following questions :— 
Ques.— How do you suppose the benches were secured from drifting, when 
you know the water has a current of three miles an hour at a moderate stage ! 
Ans.—I do not know. | 
‘Ques.—Would they not have had to use a pile driver, or some machinery, | 
éq:make those benches secure ? 
Ans. —I suppose so. 
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Ques. — How far could the break in the water be seen from the benches ? 

- Ans.—I don’t know. 

* Ques.—Do you think about two miles 
Ans. growing fidgety) Ves. 

Ques.— Now, do you think any man with common intelligence would at- 
tempt such a deceptina when he could not fail of being detected und exposed?’ 

“ Well” answered my uncle, after sume reflection, “I did not consider 
the unrensonableness of the story, but am forced to the conclusion that it 
must be a ſalsehood. If Joseph Smith is as smart a man as ho is reported te 
be, he would never undertake such a transparent deception.” 

I did not, however, hurt my uncle’s feelings by telling him that these see- 
tarian priests were in the same condition as Ahab’s prophets were in (see 
1 Kings, 22 chapter), who were filled with “a lying spirit.” |e + Gee 


DIALOGUE 
Between a Mormon Elder, a Parsun, and a Traveler, at a Temperance — 


in the presence of a number of gentlemen. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 247.] 


are —(Drawing his chair up. to the Mormon Elder) I must admit that your 
arguments have been Scriptural, although they are new to me, and if you are right ia 
this respect, then the majority of the Christian world are still in darkness concerning 
the true and living God. Tou said you wished to examine into the principles they 
taught. Do you mean to say that they also are wrong! 

Mormon ELper.—As much so as their God; for they are not according to the beach- 
ings of the Bible, and I to the make by the law-boek 
ef the Lord: We are told to seek first the kingdom of God,” and if you feel disposed te 
go with me on this search, we will do so at once; and if we find that the teachings of men 
in this day differ from the teachings of Christ and His Apostles, I suppose I will be 
justified in declaring that they have “‘ transgressed the laws, changed the —.ß ent 
broken the everlasting covenant.” 

T. - Very well, I will accompany you on the search after the Bible Gospel (Gets the 
landlord's family Bible). Now, then, you talk and I will see if you ——— 
the law and the testimony.” Give me chapter and verse. 

M. E.—All right, we will examine the Gospel of Jesus Christ from the Bible, pria- 
eiple by principle. In order to have a clear understanding concsrning this, it will be 
necessary for us to go back to the days of our father Adam. Through the ion 
ef our first parents death came upon all the human family, and mankind could not of ’ 
themselves overcome the same and obtain immortality. To substantiate this, see lst, 
2nd and 3rd chapters of Genesis, Romans v. 12; 1 Cor. xv, 21, 22. But in order that 
they should not perish, Ged sent His Son Jesus Christ into the world to satisfy this 
broken law and to deliver mankind from the power of death. (John iii, 16; Rom. v, 8; 
1 John iv, 9.) And as all men became subject to death by Adam, so will all men be 
resurrected from death through the atonement of Christ, (1 Cor. xv, 20-23; Rom. 5, 18-. 
19; Mark xvi, 15, 16) and will stand before the judgment seat of God to answer for their 
ewn sins and not for Adam's transgression. (Acts xvii, 32; Rev. xx, 12-15; Matt. xvi, 
27.) Am I right as far as I have gone? 

T.— Yes ; I have been following you with your quotations and find them correct. Pre- 

M. E.— Then I have proven one of their principles incorrect, for they do not believe 


* 
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that the wicked will bave the same chance of being resurrected as the righteous.. Jesus 

Christ did not die for our individual sins, only on condition that we obey the plan He 

has marked out, which will bring us a remission of our own sins. The only way we ean 

prove that we love Him is by keeping His commandments (John xiv, 15), therefore if 
we say we know God and keep not His commandments, we are liars and the truth is not 
in us (1 John ii, 4). I think I have proven to your satisfaction that they know not God, 

and I am going to prove also that they do not keep His commandments. Christ has 
given us to understand two things which you must remember while on this search after 
the kingdom of God.” First, that we must follow Him; second, that when He left. 

His disciples He was to send them the Comforter, that would lead them into all truth; 

therefore, we must follow Christ and accept of all the principles which were taught by 

His disciples while in possession of the Holy Spirit, though it should prove the world in 

error (Rom. iii, 4). 

T.—Thus far your arguments are reasonable, also in acccrdance with Holy Writ ; and 

as there is no other name given us except Jesus Christ whereby we can be saved (Acts 

iv, 12), you may now lay before us the conditions; but give us chapter and verse, as I 

said before, that we may know you speak correctly. g 

(All present come into the circle, and two more Bibles come into sight.) 

| M. E.—We will now examine into the conditions, but first remember that God does 
| not send men into the werld for the purpose of preaching doctrines contrary to each 
| other, for this always creates confusion, and God is not the author of confusion, but of 
peace (1 Cor. xiv, 33). Paul has said if any man teach another Gospel let him be accursed 
(Gal. i, 8,9). The first condition is this: to believe there is a God (not the kind of a 
god I have proven the world to believe in), and to have faith in that God and in Jesns 
Christ whom He has sent; for without faith it is impossible to please Him (Heb. xi, 6). 
You will also find by reading the writings of the Apostles, that this is the grand prin- 
ciple that all the Prophets have worked upon; in fact, faith is the sssurance of things 
hoped for and the evidence of things not seen. Am I right in saying that mankind starts 
out by having faith in a false god; and that this faith is not pleasing to the living God, 
and also not in accordance with the Bible? 

T. — Tea, if worship not the God of the Bible, then it follows as a matter of 
that their faith in their god eannot be pleasing to the God of the Bible, therefore must 
be wreng. 

„M. one becomes possessed of that true faith he. must 

conclusion that he has done something in his life to offend God; therefore it is necessary _ 

for us to repent of everything we have done that is not pleasing in the sight of our 

Heavenly Father. God commandeth all men everywhere to repent” (Acts xvii, 30), . 
ssid, Jesus says, “‘ Except ye repent ye shall perish” (Luke xiii, 3). , Peter, also, speaking 
under the influence of the Holy Ghost, commanded the people on the day of Pentecost 
torepent (Acts ii, 38) Hence, we see that we are commanded by God, Jesus, the H 
Ghost and Peter, the chief Apostle, to repent of our sins. This, then, is the second 
for us to take in order to * that we believe in God, Jesus d the Bible. Am 

are correct. Guy om and give us *. the sind 

M. B.—Baptism is the third, principle. 

T. —Oh, we have all been baptized, „Ben have ne need to argue on this point. 

M. E.—This is the very point on which I shall argue. You say you. have all been 
baptized ; we will examine into this principle, and then I think you will change your 
mind in regard to haying been, baptized with the baptism A nn 
n ask when were you baptized ? 

T. —I suppose we were baptized when we were infants. 

M. E.—I think Jesus says it is he who believes and then is baptized that will be saved 
(Mark xvi, 16). I also think Peter commanded them to repent and then be baptized 
(Acts ii, 38). Did you believe and repent before you were baptized? 

T.—I was not old enough to do this, and, as you say, the Scriptures inform us that 


this is necessary. 
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W E.—How de you know that you were baptized ? Do you remember it, or must you 
upon the words of others? 

F. —I was not.old enongh to remember it, therefore I must admit I am unable to say 
from personal knowledge that I ever have been baptized. 

M. E.—- Then, as the baptized believers only are to be saved, you are depending upon 
the wurds of others for yuur salvation. I thought I could convince you that there was » 
Now, then, how were you baptized? 

T.—By sprinkling, I suppose, 

M. F.—We will then examine into the form of your baptism, and see if it corresponds 
with the form laid down in the Bible. I believe the correct form to be immersion, and I 
ahali therefore endeaver to prove the same. John baptized near Salim because there 
‘was much water there (John iii, 25); he also baptized in the River Jordan, and Jesus 
came and was baptized of John at this place, and on cominy out ef the water the Spirit 
of God rested upon Him (Mark i, 1-10). Remember, from this quotation, He came to 
the river, went down inte the water, was baptized in the river, and then came up out of 
the water. Paul says, as many of you as have been baptized have been buried with 
Christ (proving that Christ also was buried) in baptism (Rom. vi, 3-5; Col. ii, 12). When 
«Philip baptized the eunuch, they went down into the water and then came up out of the 
water (Acts viii, 38, 39). Jesus declares that a man must be born of the water as well as 
A the Spirit (John iii, 5). Paul also says concerning those who were baptized, that they 
dad been planted in the likeness of His (Christ's) death and resurrection (Rom. vi, 4, 5). 
By being immersed we are born of the water, and we eannot liken it to a birth in any 
Other way. Again, by being buried in water and then raised from the water is the only 
dorm whereby we can likes baptism to the burial and resurrection of Christ. Then are 
Nou certain that you have embraced the correct form of baptism ? 

T.—Well,o tell the truth, I'am not as certain on this point as T was fow moments 


T.-~As a means whereby we enter the Church. 

‘for I nrmly believe it was instituted for tho remission of sins.” John preached the 
-beptism of repentanee for the ‘‘ remission of sins” (Mark i, 4 Jesus received baptism 
from his hands (Mark i, 9,10). Peter, while under the influence of the Holy Ghost, 
which, mind you, was to lead him into all truth,) commanded the people to be baptized 
‘for the “‘ remission of sims” (Acts ii, 38). Paul was commanded by a man who had been 
ent by revelation (Acts ix, 11) to arise and be baptized in order to have his sins washed 
away (Acts xxii, 16). Am I correct in my quotations? 

8. Yon are; go on. 

M. E.—Then there is not one of you who has followed Jesus Christ and His Apestles 
in this principle, for a person must be old enough to commit. sin before he can have any 
washed away. Gentlemen, I am afraid you have never embraced your Bible baptism. 
Lou hold your Bibles ia your hands; ean yon find anything concerning sprinkling er 
baptizing infants? When the people of Samaria received the word of God, Philip bap- 
tized men and women (Acts viii, 12). 

8.—But, my dear sir, did not Jesus say, Suffer little children to come unto me? 

M. E.— Ves, but instead of sprinkling them, He took them up in His arms and gave 
‘Gia Diane, at the same time declaring that they were like unto the inhabitants of 
ithe kingdom of heaven—(Mark x, 13-16)—free from sin. 

8. Woll, for my part, I do not consider that baptiam is essential to salvation. , 

. E.—We reed that John, a servant of God, taught bapti un, and those who received 
thin baptism justified God, while others rejected the counsel of God against themselves by 
‘mot being baptized. Andiemot God the same yesterday, to-day, to-morrow and forever? 
‘Canyyou be saved by rejecting the counsel of Christ? I think nos. Is it necessary fer 
sus to put on Christ to obtain salvation? If so, then it is necessary to be baptized, for it 
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Asby this, Paul says, that we put on Christ (Gal. iii, 26, Po Jesus says it is those whic- 


are baptized that will be saved (Mark xvi, 15, 16). Can we be éavéd'iti our sins? T 
think not; therefore, if it be necessary for us to have a remission bf ot sins’ in brdbr to 
‘be saved, baptisin is essential te ‘salvation, for it is through baptism that we receive a 
remission of sins, as I have already proven. Again, Jesus declares ‘that ‘we must“ Be 


born of the water’ (baptized) or we cannot enter the kingdom of God (J ohn iiii5). Now, 
Ak you are a Bible belle ver, you may try to obtain salvation without — if you wish, 


but for my part common sense tells me it is impossible. n 

T. —I must admit your arguments to be according to the teachings ot Holy Writ, for I 
"have followed you with your quotations and find them correct. 

M. E.— We have now examined ‘three principles which are necessary for us to statbite 
‘in order to obtain our eternal salvation ; we will now examine the fourth. You will see 
by reading the secend chapter ef Acts, ‘that Peter promised the people, on the day of 
‘Pentecost, the Holy Ghost, if they would embrace the principles he taught, namely: 
faith, repentance, and baptism for the remission of sins. Let us now see how they were 
-in the habit of receiving this Comforter, which enabled mankind to speak in tongues, 
prophesy, and to know of things past, present and to come. When Peter went down 
into Samaria for the purpose of bestowing this on those whom Philip had baptized, he 
did it by the laying on of hands (Acts viii, 17). Ananias conferred it upon Paul in the 
same manner (Acts ix, 17), and Paul did the same in the case of those who were baptized 
at Ephesus (Acts xix, 2-6); and when people received this birth of the Spirit (John iii, G, 
they also received the promised blessings: they were entitled to the signs which He prom- 
is d would follow; for, says He, these signs shall follow them that believe; in my name 
‘shal. they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up 
serpents ; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay 
hands on the sick, and they shall recover” (Mark xvi, 15-18). We have now discovered 
‘the conditions: faith, repentance, baptism for the remission of sins, and the laying en of 
hands for the reception of the Holy Ghost, with the promise of Christ that the signs will 
follow. Can you tell me, now, which of all these different denominations has the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ? Or, as John Wesley has it in one of his hymns: 
** Show me where true Christians live?” 

S.—You must remember, my friend, that the signs were only given in order to estab- 
lich the Church in the day of the Apostles, but 3 have been done away, and ate 
10 longer needed. 

M. E.—You have demanded Seriptural quotations — me to substantiate 15 
assertion I have made, and I have given them; but now I intend to ask you to do the 
same. So to the law and the testimony,” and give me chapter and verse to substantiate. 
the assertion you have just made. 

8.—If you will read the 13th chapter of Ist Corinthians, you will see that whether 
there be prophecies they shall fail, and whether there be tongues they shall cease.” 

MN. E.—If you will take the pains to read the two following verses, you will see that 
-“*we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when that which is perfect is come, 
then that which is in part shall be done away.” My friend, instead of this proving that 
- these things are done away, it proves that they should remain until perfection comes. 
Surely no sane man will say that we have come to perfection. Give me another quota- 
tion. 

T.—I hewe always been given ws understand that these things have been done away, 
and no longer needed. This certainly is the conclusion the ministers of the day Rave 

come to. 

M. E.—Just so, like the man who ran a mile to cateh a train and hen missed id he 
came to the conclasion that he did not want to go with that train; also the fox, who, on 
‘seeing that he could not reach the grapes, came to the conclusion they were sour. But. 
this is not surprising to me, for this good old Bible os hong rete er 

" they will turn from sound doctrine to fables (2 Tim. iv, 4). 


[To BE CONTINUED. ] 
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LONDON CONFERENCE. 


.. 
THE Semi- annual Meetings af the London Conference were held at Orsgn’s 
Academy, 23, New Road, Whitechapel, on Sunday, Apri! 15th, 1883. Present 
on the stand, Apostle John Henry Smith, President of the European Mission; 
Bishop O. F. Whitney (Acting President) and Joseph A. West, President ‘of, 
and Elders Eph. H. Nye, H. W. Brown, H. H. Evans, J. Pickett, C. C. Harris 
G. Fowler, F. Gibbons, J. Hardy, Job Hemsley, S. King, Leo Clawson 
J. L. Bench, G. Atkins, aud J. A. A. Bunot, Traveling Eiders in, the London 
Conference; also Elder Rhees, of the Bristol Conference, and Elder Volker, 
from Holland. 
At 10.30 prayer. was offered by President West, after which the Elders te 
ported their districts :—Elder Nye, North Loudon and Whitechapel ; Ek 
Brown, Whitechapel ; Elders Bunot and Atkins, the Channel Islands; E 
Bench, Herts and Beds; Elders Pickctt and Harris, Berks and Wilts ; Elders 
Fowler and Gibbons, Eisex; ; Elders Evans and Clawson, Kent; Elder Hardy, 
Portsmouth and Southampton; Elders Hemsley and King, Sussex. Bene- 
- diction by President J. H. Smith. 
At 2.30 p.m. the meeting was opened with prayer by Elder Nye. The 
Sacrament was administered by Elders Cross and Gurner, and Bishop Whitney 
then presented the authorities of the Church as sustained at the General Con- 
ference, Apostle J. H. Smith as President of the European Mission, J. A. 
West as President of the London Conference, the Traveling Elders, the 
Branch Presidents, and the Local Priesthood in their various callings, ull of 
which were unanimously sustained. Following these the statistical and 
- financial reports of the Conference for the six months ending March 3let 
were presented by Elder Brown and accepted. Eider Volker then addressed 
the meting, giving his experience while laboring in Holland, and President 
West followed, giving a most interesting description of his visit to Rome and 
the Continent. Benediction by Bishop Whitney. . 

At 6.30 p. m., after prayer by Elder Gibbons, Elder Rhees spoke, wid 5 
testimony to the restoration of the Gospel, und the gifts and blessings fullow- 
ing the observance of the ordinances; after which eight persons, who had been 
baptized by Elder Nye during the interval between the afternoon and evening 
“ services, were confirmed. President Smith then spoke at length on the con- 

ferring of the Holy Ghost by the laying un of hands by those having authority; 
also showing, by comparison with the human body, the necessity of the 
Church being perfect and symmetrical in all its parts and principles. A body 
which had lost either of its members or senses could not be perfect, neither 
could any Church which was devoid of or denied the necessity of those 
offices and ordinances established in the Church by Christ und His Apostles, 
Bishop Whitney followed with a few remarks, bearing testimony to the truth 
of what had been said by his brethren. Benediction by President J. H. Smith 
The meetings were well attended. During that in the evening the hall was 
_ erowded. Three open-air meetings were also held before the evening meeting 


7 
— 


‘ 
t 
4 


26 1 LATTER-DAY ‘SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


14 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ ‘MILLENNIA, STAR. 


* * 


— — * 
* * 


“MONDAY, ‘APRIL RIL $3, 1883. 


4 ** 


INCONSISTENT DOCTRINE. 
— 


Avon by the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon, the celebrated preacher of sil 
ws. | 
Jou may have byen moral, sobér, generous, honest; philanthropy thropy may have been — 
ce sir you breathe ; there may be many good traits in your character that render 
" amigble to your relatives and friends, but by nature you are ‘not one whit better than the 
vllest of the vile; and were your nature permitted to show itself in all its foutress, the 
black fountain is in your heart as much as in thosd e ure bdniedl ‘trots their country 
tor their country’s god; it is only an inscrutable ‘providence, 3 
y that keeps it under. Tou are as much lost end as surely ruined aa they. 
Inos I address many. of you who have never fled to Christ for refuge, but ars on 
very good terms with yourselves, because in comparison with, others, your character, is 
,, blameless... Let me solemnly adjure you by the living God that searcheth all hearts, ook 
Vat yourselves this moment in your fallen state. If you live and die a4 you now are, 
enn be kr Jour everlasting portion but the of bell 
may be snatched ftom 60 terrible déom. You sist: perish unless ou shelter in 
‘Jesus Christ. Your state is so terrible and damnable, that lost you must h unles you 


ly to God's plan of salvation which He has laid down for lost, ruined; helpless sinners.” 


Ho does this picture accord with the saying of the Savior, that He will 
reward every ‘man according to his works, and the words of the ancient 
Prophet: The Lord shall reward the doer of evil aceording to his wicked- 
„ness, and the assertion of Paul, that God will“ render to every man accord- 
ins to his deeds?” This reverend preacher did not tell his bearers as the 
„ Savior did, “that he that knew the Lord's will, and prepared not himself, 
neither did according to His will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But he 
that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with 
ew stripes He did not even give them any hope for mercy. after they had 


„paid the. uttermost farthing,” if they ‘failed. to turn at his call. But we 
micht have excused him for going a little to the extreme in trying to frighten 


+: his hearers off to heaven by depicting the horrors of hell and the probability 
ol that being their portion, if he had only poiated out the road to heaven a 
e little more plainly; but upon this point he is as blind and wan en most 
Here is What he cas; 
‘Ruined sinners, self destroyed. without help, 
— an yet are not aware, but certain ultimately to 
make your bed in hell, sesame that ae er you, humble yourselves i in heart-grief under 
you in due time. ‘Confess your sins befpre 
broken hearts, weep Before ‘Him the tears of penitence, and He eh, yea,’ He 
will, — — from the depths of destruction, and from the very jaws of — 
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hell: H. is waiting iow to have mercy apon you ; His wounds invite your confidence 
_ “Lat not consbience make you linger, 
Nor of fitness fondly dream; | 7 
All the fitness He requireth 
Is to feel your need of Him : 
This He gives you— 
Hie Spirit’s rising beam.” 
Tho sentimental, twaddle and puerile drivel, which the preachers of Mr. 
—.— s class ĩindulge in, may satisfy one who makes a profession of religion 
| merely to be in the fashion, but to the honest, earnest seeker after salvation 
there is nothing satisfying about it. Their study is to make religion as pala- 
table as possible to the mass of the people, to whom they look for their sup- 
port, by redueing its requirements to a minimum—merely confession of faith 
on the Lord, They make a hobby of this while they neglect the weightier 
matters of the law.“ No wonder many people of independent minds, capable 
of thinking for themselves, are skeptical as to the existence of such a God as 
they preach and such a means of salvation as they offer. It is sheer nonsense. 
For instance, here is the account which Mr. Spurgeon gives of his own con- 
wersion, After telling how earnestly and vainly he sought salvation and the 
‘way to get his sins forgiven, among various religious denominations, he says 
be finally went accidentally to a little chapel : 
It was the Primitive Methodists’ chapel. I had. heard of these people from many, 
how they sang so loudly that they made people's heads ache; but that did not matter. 
I wanted to know how I might be saved, and if they made my head ache ever so much I 
did not care. So, sitting down, the service went on, but no minister came. At last 8 
very thin- looking man came into the pulpit and opened his Bible and read these words : 
* Look unto me, and be ye saved, Al the ends of the earth“ Just setting his eyes upon 
‘me as if he knew me all by heart, he-said, ‘ Young man, you are in trouble.’ Well I was, 
sure enough. Says he, You will never get out of it unless you look to Christ.’ And 
then lifting up his hands he cried out, as only I think a Primitive Methodist could do, 
Look, look, look? ‘It is only look,’ said he, Law at once the way of salvation. Ob, 
bow I did leap for joy at that moment! I know not what else he said ; I did not take 
much notice of it—I was so possessed with that one thought. Like as when the brazen 
Serpent was lifted up, they only looked and were healed. I had been waiting to do fifty 
‘things, bat when I heard this word, Lock,“ what a charming word it seemed to me! 
O, I looked until I could . will look 
on still in my joy unutterable.” 

Mr. Spurgeon has read enough in the Bible to know that the Lord requires 
eomathing ‘else from those who seek salvation at His hands than a profession 
of belief on or love for Him, or a mere looking to Him, especially with such 

a @ vague idea as to His characteristics as prevails in the world. He should 
know and have the honesty to tell his hearers that not all who say “Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will 
ef the Father which is in heaven.“ He should toll them that all that will 
Nove godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution,” and that they must work 
dut their salvation with fear and trembling.” He should point out to them 
the true way, as Peter did on the day of Pentecost, to obtaia! a remissivn of 
their sins; and he should set them the example, as the Savior did when He 
went to one possessing the authority to baptize, and submitted to that ordi- 
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“to fulfill. all righteousness.” He should tell them how they could 


| — the Holy Ghost, which will guide into all truth” and show things. to 


come, and let them know that the fruit of the Spirit is love, j joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.” He should 
understand himself and teach others that when light has come into the world 
and men choose darkness rather than ‘light; they are under condemnation. 
He should teach that through the atonement of Christ all mankind will be 
redeemed from the grave, “they that have done good unto the resurrection 


ol life; and they that have done evil unto the resurrection of damnation.” He 


- should teach that those who have died without a knowledge of the Gospel 
will not be condemned for having failed to obey it, but that they will have a 
chance of learning of and accepting its principles as the “spirits in prison” 
did. to whom our Savior preached while his body lay in the tomb, but for 
them to receive the full benefit of it, the ordinances of the Gospel must be 


performed for them by persons living (1 Cor. xv, 29; 1 Peter iv, 6). ‘He 
should show them that the Gospel is a perfect plan for the salvation of nian- 
kind, complete in all its details, and withal simple and easily understood by 


those who are in possession of the Spirit of God, even though they have no 
~ worldly learning. He should show that in the Gospel the righteousness of 


God is “revealed from faith to faith?’ that a knowledge of God is to be 
obtained through obedience to His laws, and without such knowledge salva- 
tion need not be looked for (Hos. iv, 6). He should give them to understand 


that it is a serious thing to “ reject the counsel of God,” but that they are 
under no obligations to obey those who teach “for doctrines the command- 


ments of men,” for no man has a right to officiate in the ordinances of the 
Gospel“ but he that is called of God as was Aaron.” But this would not be 
to Mr. Spurgeon’s purpose, for he knows that he has not been called by 
revelation, neither has he received that which he teaches, as Paul said he 


himself had (Gali, 12). He presumes to speak in the name of God, but he 
had better beware lest he come under the condemnation pronounced agu inst 
false prophets in Deuteronomy xviii, 20. 


If we ask ourselves, what possible good can come from such preaching. as 


that of Mr, Spurgeon and men of his class, we are at a loss for an answer. 


Will it ever incite men to good works, to seek to purify themselves and society 


and leave the world better than they found it? We fail to see how it can, 


It places a premium on a mere passive profession of belief and penitence, 


rather than on good works, purity of character, reform of life and restitution 
for sins committed. It deludes men into a sense of security without com- 
pliance with the laws and ordinances which the Savior and His Apostles 
taught as essential to salvation, and leaves them not one whit better than it 


found them. In fact, the same might almost be said of these modern 


_ Pharisees as the Savior charged the ancient ones with: “Ye compass sea 


and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him two-fold 


more the child of hell than yourselves.” Had no revelation been received in 
this age they would not be justified in preaching such doctrine, for it is con- 
_ trary to the Bible, the book they pretend to revere. By that they would be 
* Judged and condemned, even as the Savior has spoken: He that rejecteth 
me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that 


; 
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I have spoken the same shall judge him in the last day.“ Jesus repruached 
the Jes for not receiving Him as their Messiah when their Seriptures plainly 
‘foretold His coming, saying,“ Search the Seriptutes; for in them ye think 
_ye have eternal life; atid they are they ‘which testify of me,“ Truly ‘the 
. preachers of the present day are no Jess blind than. wers the. Jews ok that age, 
for they fail to understand the Scriptures, they reject modern revelation, and 
as the blind leaders of the n they and those who tollen thom are W 
all fall into the ditch. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMEN TS. endes Ben. E. Rich of the 
Manchester Conference, Alfred Alder of the Bristol Conference, and F. B. 
Woolley of the Sheffield Conference; also Elder C. H. Greenwell of the New- 
_ castle Conference, are released, to return to their homes with the company 
that sails from Liverpool May 16, 1883. | 

Elder Henry. W. Manning is released from his labors in the Newcastle. 
Conference, and appointed to preside over the Manchester Conference. 
Felder Isaac Green of the Bristol Conference, is appointed to preside over 
that Conference. 

Elder Hyrum H. Evans is released from laboring in the London Con- 
_ ference, and appointed to * over the Sheffield Conference. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 
— 


MORE BAPTISMS IN HOLLAND. 

Elder J. W. F. Volker writing from Deventer, Holland, on the 7th inst., 
says: 

“ Since my last writing to you I had the privilege, through the blessing of God, of 
bringing five more persons to che knowledge of God and baptizing them. They were 
going to a place called Groningen, to be baptized into the Baptist church, but the Lord 
prevented them from going, and brought me tothem. I conversed with them, and found 
they were honest people, trying to serve God and keep His commandments, and always 
praying to Him te open the only way of salvation for them. In their case the words ot 
the Savior were fulfilled, ‘ Whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.’ 

**T enjoy this mission very much, and thank God daily that He has considered me 
worthy to be a laborer in His vineyard, and to be hated by the world. The newspapers 
here are talking a great deal about us and telling a lot of falsehoods, and I always think 
the ‘ more the merrier,’ for it will bring people to seek and find out what kind of people 
wo are. I can also say that God is blessing me abundantly, both bodily and spiritually. 
My health has never been so good in my life as it has been since I left my home to come 
en my mission. 


NEWS FROM THE EMIGRATING SAINTS—PLEASANT WEATHER— 


NO SEA- -SICKN ESS. 


Elder W. H. King, in company with the emigrating Saints on board the 
S. S. Nevada, writes on the 12th inst. as follows: 

I write we are nearing Queenstown. The coast of fair Erin rises up plainly and 
distinctly to view. Notwithstanding our close proximity te land, we are content to 
remain in our present (and pleasant) position, Soon after our departure from Liverpood 


— — — — ͤ äV—äçͤE'ͥB—x. — — —ẽʒæ ʒU—ñ.. — — — 

— ͤ — 

— ͤ ꝛö—y— 
| 


268 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL 8TAR. 


the Elders met together, and after hearing the instructions which you gave, laid outa 
Vprogramme by which we were to be governed during the journey. By 8 pm. all 
arrangements had been made which were considered essential for the insuring of order, 
harmony and comfort. The Saints were called together at that hour, the English- 
in one end of the steerage department, and the Scandinavians in the other end. 
plans that had been devised were presented and accepted unanimously. Elder David 
McKay was sustained as President of the company, and the returning Elders as his 
counselors or assistants: W. H. King as secretary, Joseph Greaves and O. C. Larsen as 
eaptains of the guard for the English and Scandinavians respectively. The Saints from 
Great Britain, as you are aware, are plaoed- upon one side, and tlie Scandinavians upon 
the other side of the vessel. In four wards are the former and three wards the latter 
divided, with a local brother to preside over each ward. The arrangements and regula- 
tions are simple—besides these mentioned, there are the hours for meeting, prayer, ete, 

Our meeting last evening was very interesting, and God’s Spirit was wonderfully 

_ manifested unto us. The power that was felt reminded one of some of our Conferences 
in Zion. By 9 p.m. most of the Saints had retired, although the beautiful moonlight 
night was a great temptation to deck walking. This morning at 6 a m. the Saints were all 
astir, and at 7 we assembled for devotional exercises. With smiling faces and joyful 
hearts we raised our voices in song and our hearts in praise. ‘The morning breaks, the 
shadows flee,’ was sung, and more than one remarked that there were no shadows, and 
the ‘ cloyds of error’ had disappeared from them. 

J have mingled among the Saints, and all are in excellent spirits. There has not 
been a case of Weines up tothe present: The passengers are comfortable, and great 
kindness is experienced at the hands of the officers and crew. It is now 8 A m., and the 
anchor has dropped in the waters of Queenstown harbor. May the revivifying and 
inspiring rays of the sun of day and the Sun of Righteousness be with us to guide us into 
the harbor of earth and haven of immortality !” 


| ARRIVAL OF IMMIGRANTS BY THE FIBST THROUGH TRAIN ON THE D. & R. d. 
RAILROAD—CONVERSIONS AMONG THE MAORIES, ETC, 

Elder George Reynolds, writing from Salt Lake City, April 4th, says: 
The first through train on the Denver and Rio Grande railroad brought fifty immi- 
_ grants from the Southern States, in charge of Elder W. Asper, of the 19th Ward. The 
rest of the company stayed in Colorado. The opening of the road in this manner is very 
‘ appropos. President Taylor is in excellent health. Brother Cannon has not enjoyed the 

dest of health since his return—nothing serious though. Brother E. Snow looks much 

better. Z. C. M. I. will declare, I am told, five per cent, dividend for the past six 
months. The “ over-all factery” now keeps tlirty-three sewing machines at work. The 

Work among the Maories, of New Zealand, is opening up. Seventy-four have been * 
_, tized in two months.“ : 


GOOD NEWS AND FATHERLY COUNSEL FROM PRESIDENT WOODRUFF. 
President W. Woodruff, writing to President John Henry Smith, from Salt 
Lake City, March 27th, says : 

The devil, Edmunds, Van Zile, and that class of men, are no better pleased with us 
than before. Well, I do not expect they ever will be. I think we are having the most 
pleasant Mareh we have ever seen in Utah, plowing, sowing and building have been going 

on through most of the month. The Presidency and Twelve are as well as usual. We 
« have appointed a meeting of the Twelve for Monday, April 2nd, when we expect eight of 
the Twelve present, to attend to whatever business may be mecessary to prepare for Con- 
7 . C. C. Rich has had another attack and is quite poorly. Brigham Young and 
H. J. Grant will not be with us at Conference. They are visiting the Lamanites of 
1 ? ‘Arizona They have visited all the seven villages, but have not reported their labors to 
us yet. We shall keep Geo. Teasdale with us until after Conference, though he expected 
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to get off on his mission befere. Our stone-cutters are cutting the last course of the 
Temple granite to the square, which we hope to see laid on the wall the coming summer. 
In your letter you referred to- counsel you wished me to give you, as your father did. 
Brother John Henry, I do not know what counsel I can give you. You have passed your 
boyhood. You have entered your manhood, with the Apostleship and power of God 
upon your head. Lou strictly keep the Word of Wisdom,’ and I am confident you have 
wisdom enough to let wine and women alone. You have learned to pray, the Holy 
Ghost is with you and you are acquainted with the principle of revelation, and about all 
the counsel I can give you is to possess your soul in patience, labor to save as many of the 
souls vf men as you can, and remember that you were once a boy enough to make you 
kind and fatherly to the Elders and the people, and try to realize the great responsibility 
you are under to God and this generation in administering life and salvation to your fel- 
low-man, as an Apostle of the Lamb and a witness of Jesus Christ. If you do this you 
will accomplish all for which you were born under the new and everlasting covenant and 
ordained to the Apostleship, and you will follow in the footsteps of your worthy and hen- 
ored father, who to-day is in company with the Prophet Joseph, mingling with the Gods, 
where he can plead for his brethren who are still dwelling in the flesh, and are subject to 
all the trials and temptations of this mortal life. Therefore, hold on your way, seek te 
do good, labor to bring to pass righteousness and save the souls of men. Feed the flock 
of Christ, for you are the chief shepherd under Christ over those great nations over whielt 
you are called to preside. Who can comprehend such a great, high calling? No man, 
unless filled with the spirit of inspiration from God, our Heavenly Father, that you d 
I and we all need in order to magnify our calling before God, angels and men. My 
prayer is that we and all the faithful Saints may possess it.” ne 


PREACHING “WITHOUT PURSE AND SCRIP” —OUT-DOOR MEETINGS. 


Bishop O. F. Whitney, writing from London, April 19th, says : 


„Brother West and I are getting ready for our jaunt. We start to-morrow morning 
for the country, utterly ‘ witheut purse or scrip,’ and will hold meetings in-door and out- 
door wherever we get a chance. Out-door meetings, which were magurated here on the 
8th inst., will be kept up vigorously from henceforth. Next week the brethren will use 
the Parks for this purpose several nights a week, in addition to Sunday’s street-preach~ 
ing. The tract societies have begun work, and are zealous and determined to 
their labors to the utmost. The brethren who were up to Conference have most of them 
gone back to their respective districts, feeling strengthened and refreshed by the good 
instructions imparted to them while here.” 


A. VISIT TO NAUVOO. 
—0— 


Tux following account of a recent visit to Nauvoo, Illinois, the former home 
of the Suints, and what was then a large, populous,’ and thriving city, is 
from a private letter written by Brother George Romney, and published a 
short time since in the Deseret News :— 

„J arrived in this city this morning. On reaching Montrose I engaged a 
boy who had a horse and sleigh to take me over the river on the ice, the river 
being frozen over so as to allow teams to cross. 

“Upon nearing the shore on the Nauvoo side, by the old mill formerly 
owned by the Laws, which is yet standing, but in a very dilapidated con- 
dition, having ceased operations a few years ago, feelings of an indescribable 
character came over me, such as I never experienced before. Nearly 43 years 
had elapsed since my father und family landed at the old stone house at the 
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north end of the city, which is still standing. He was then sick nigh unto 
death, but through the blessings of the Almighty, he lived many years, and 
was able to labor upon the Nanvoo Temple until its completion and dedica- 
tion unto the God of Israel, and received his ‘washings and anointings within 
its sacred walls. Alas, that sacred edifice has been razed to the ground, and 
the site of that holy building is now covered with stores and dwellings. 

After arriving in Nauvoo, I proceeded around the city. From the old 

mill I went to the Mansion House.. On coming in sight of the building after 
a lapse of 36 years you may readily imagine my feelings, for in thut structure 
I last saw the remains of two of the best men the world ever saw, lying in 
their blood, and thousands of people passing along viewing hom: They 
were the bodies of the Pruphet Joseph and his brother Hyrum, who had been 
martyred for their testimony of the gospel of Jesus Christ. The building is 
in poor repair; age begins to tell upon it. It looks as though it had not been 
painted for many years, and as though it cannot stand much longer. I 
imagined I could see the Prophet J nat af delivering his farewell speech, but 
what a change ! : 

“T next visited the Nauvoo House. The front part of it has been covered 
in but the back part remains as it was left by the Latter-day Saints. The 
lintels are decaying very fast, and will not stand very long. Part of it is 
used for keeping pigs in. The store which used to be called Joseph's store is 

still standing, but time begins to tell upon it. 

I next visited the old Masonic Hall; it is used for a residence, and looks 
very much the worse for wear. The Yearsley House, Dr. Richard’s house, 
Bishop Hunter's house, Parley P. Pratt’s house, and several more are still 
atanding, and look very well. | 

The arsenal building has been altered and made into a convent. Doctor. 
Fosters building on Mulholland street was burned down three or four years 
ago. Lyon's store is still standing. 

The beautiful grove west of the Temple has been destroyed. In it in by- 
gone days I have heard the words of inspiration fall from the lips of our be- 
loved Prophet and Seer, Joseph Smith. 

„While passing by the place where the Temple stood I experienced a feeling 
of sadness come over me. Still, I feltin my heart te thank God my Heavenly 
Father for the light of His Holy Spirit which He has granted unto me, for I 
do know that although they have killed the Prophet and Patriarch of the last 
dispensation, they still live and are doing more on the other side of the veil 
than they possibly could on this.” 


UTAH NEWS. 


The U. C. Railway Company is about to commence the erection of extensive 
depot buildings in Salt Lake City. 
Hopt, alias Welcome, the murderer of John F. Turner, has been sentenced 
by Judge Hunter to be hung on the lst of June. 


Watson Brothers, stonecutters and builde ane A gd erected a large 
two-story shop opposite the Temple Block, Salt City. 
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Elder B. H. Roberts, of Centreville, has been set apart to assist Elder 


John Morgan in the presidency of the Southern States Mission. 


The Salt Lake market is now supplied with white lead made at the Ger- 
mania Lead Works, on Cottonwood, a few miles south of Salt Lake City. It 
is said to be of an excellent quality. 


According to the News, President John Morgan was to start from Chatta- 
nooga, Tennessee, on the 29th of March, with a company of Saints from the 
Southern States, bound for Manassa, Colorado. 


> 


A new street is being opened through the block upon #hich the 15th Ward 


Meeting House is located, in Salt Lake City, and a number of new buildings 
are to be erected upon it immediately. 


Brother Harvey H. Cluff succeeds President William Paxman, as superin- 
tendent of the Prcvo Lumber and Building Company’s affairs, in consequence 
of Brother Paxman’s removal to Nephi to preside over the Juab Stake o 
Zion. 

Mrs. Maria I. Dougall has deen chosen to act as counselor to Mrs. Mary 
A. Freeze, President of the Young Ladies’ Mutual Improvement Associations 
in Salt Lake County, the position formerly occupied by Mrs Clara T. Conrad 
deceeased. 

Tracklaying was finished, and the last spike driven on the Denver and Rio 
Grande Railroad, connecting its eastern and western divisions, on the 30th of 
March. The road is now open for through transit from Denver, Colorado, 
to Salt Lake City, and, according to a late issue of the News, there was some 
prospect of a cheap excursion back and forth between those two points at on 
distant day. 

According to the Nes, electricity has been playing some curious pranks i in 
Salt Lake City lately, through one of the electric light wires coming in con- 
tact with the tin roof of a building. The current ran down the wall and iron 


pillars of the building to the hand-railing of the stairway descending into the. 


basement, from which it flew in streaks of light. A man who happened to 
put his hands on the railing to ascend the stairs received a severe shock, and 
was held there unable to help himself until friends, hearing bis cries, came 
to his assistance and pulled him away. 


The Salt Lake City Corporation officers, being desirous of securing the 


best possible designs for the improvement of Liberty Park and the several 


squares in the city, invited those who were skilled in such matters to make 
and submit to them plans for the proposed improvement, and offered certain 
premiums for those which should be considered the best. The result is, 
saven designs were submitted for Liberty Park, and the premium, $100, was 
awarded to Don C. Young as the successful competitor. Out of three plans. 
for Washington Square, that of Wm. Hedges was considered the best, and he 
received $20. Two plans were submitted for the Tenth Ward Square, and 
Charles Wilkes got the prize of $20. There were also two plans for Pioneer 
Square, or the Old Fort, and Wm. R. Jones received the prize of $10, for his 
being the better one. The News says all the successful competitors are 
young men, and all the plans submitted possessed a high degree of merit, in 
point of taste, ingenuity and artistic design and execution.” 
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